Minutes of the Hunters Advisory Board Meeting

23 January 2004

(Dolly Hill Guest House)

1.  The Hunter Advisory Board (HAB) meeting took place on January 23, 2004 at the Dolly Hill Guest House Basement on Fort A P Hill. The meeting started at 4:30 PM and adjourned at 6:00 PM.  The Commander welcomed everyone.

2.  The Wildlife Biologist presented a brief summary of the yearly Deer Herd Analysis based on preliminary data that was collected during the hunting season.  The goal of the hunting program is to have a healthier herd, rather than a large herd.  Management would be driven by the data that is collected during the hunting seasons.  The hunters did a fine job harvesting deer and assisting in the management of deer on the Installation. 

 3.  The following comments and/or questions were voiced by the attendees:

a.  Has the deer population been over harvested?  And how do we know?  Col Balocki (CMD) and the wildlife biologist responded that we would look at the trips per harvest data to determine that.  

b. A concern was noted that several people had no luck trying to use the Call-in system.  It was noted that these attempts were made during the peak time for use of that system.

c. It was suggested by several members that the actual start time for calling-in should be increased to 7:00 p.m.  That should be no problem if staffing is available.

d. Several members would like to see a separate 800 number for open training and CA areas for call-in.  That issue will be looked into for feasibility.

e. Some attendees commented that the call-in system did save time and money for all involved.

f. It was suggested by a representative that a bulletin board was needed to assist CA hunter applicants with lining up a hunt in the CA area with a certified CA hunter mentor.  To avoid publication of personal information a list of CA hunter applicants wishing to line-up with a CA hunter mentor will be maintained at the Game Check Station (GCS) and GCS personnel will coordinate from there.  CA hunters will receive incentive for participation.  (8 hours volunteer time awarded)

g. The re-evaluation of the number of CA Hunters on the current roster was queried.  It was suggested that the number be increased proportionate to any increase in available areas open to hunting. This issue will be studied.

h. The draft Charter was discussed briefly. Progress has been made and should continue with assistance from a new member. The next HAB meeting should yield that person.

i. The issue of removing hunters who had not met their requirements from the CA roster was discussed.  There were no concerns voiced.

j. Some other issues regarding the Perimeter Stand (PS) Hunters were also discussed.  The main concern was over PS Hunters staying within their boundaries.  It was recommended that if PS Hunters were observed out of their assigned areas it should be reported to the GCS and/or Game Wardens.

k. Representatives were concerned over the number of guests allowed in the CA’s on high volume days and recommended just a single guest during the first week of muzzleloader season. This will be examined.

l. A representative suggested adding another CA Area for hunting. Range 18 was among the suggested areas for addition. Other areas, including expansion of TA-31 were also discussed. This will be examined.

m. The authorization for the use of 22 caliber firearms for squirrel hunting was requested.  This will be reviewed with safety considerations.

n. Some hunters would like to see coyote hunting extended through March.  Coyote hunting is currently allowed during all hunting seasons that the GCS is operating.  Staffing is not feasible past the small game season.

o. Opening the CA ponds to fishing was also questioned.  Access to these areas is limited and would definitely pose safety issues at this time.

p. A comment was made that dove fields need to be expanded and additional wildlife enhancement areas need to be planted.  This will be looked into.

q. A no buckshot rule post wide was discussed.  This will be evaluated.

r. It was suggested that TA 4 be open to all hunters not restricted to disabled hunters.  This could be a possibility for next season.

s. Many representatives expressed satisfaction with the one (1) Buck per day in the CA rule.  

t. A concern over escorting CA guests into and out of the CA areas was questioned.  There will be no change in this rule at this time, but this issue may be examined as related to safety factors.

u. Some of the hunters would like to see the jersey barriers back in the CA areas.  CMD stated that those barriers would be showing up in the very near future.

v. The representatives suggested that a reefer be made available for hunters at the GCS for a modest fee.  This would be a CRD function.  CRD will respond.

w. Some hunters would like to see TA’s split into sub-hunting areas.  This will be studied with safety concerns in mind.

x. A hunter is willing to donate a muzzleloader to the FAPH hunting program for raffle with proceeds directly benefiting the FAPH hunting program.  This will be discussed further for consideration.

y. A suggested was made to limit the issuing of DMAP tags.  This would be counterproductive to the management of the herd; therefore this will not be done.

z. Other questions concerning management objectives, overkill, DMAP tags, early antler drop due to stress, junior hunter numbers, and QDM for the CA side were discussed and will be addressed at the next HAB meeting.

aa. Several hunters expressed concerns regarding drive hunting.  It is acknowledged that this is a problem.  This will be addressed in the new hunting regulations with specific language that is enforceable.

ab. A suggestion was made that would establish times for entering and exiting hunting areas.  This would not be feasible. 

cc. DPTMS was praised for a job well done in managing areas and trying to keep      areas open.

